Recommendations for prevention and management of fire ant infestation of health care facilities.
The range of imported fire ants now includes most of the southeastern United States, parts of the Southwest, portions of the East and West Coasts, and Puerto Rico. Increasingly, fire ant attacks on patients in health care facilities have been reported. In this paper, we provide recommendations for fire ant control in and around health care facilities that should help prevent building infestation and further attacks. In addition, we provide algorithms detailing fire ant prevention strategies (indoors and outdoors) and patient management after fire ant stings. Physicians in areas endemic for fire ants should be aware of the possibility that patients may be harmed by these insects, and also should be generally familiar with measures used to control fire ants.